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SAMUEL A. MARQUrsS, CHRISTOPHER G. CESAR, 
JON F. PETERSEN, DAVID P. STUMBO, AMER EL-HAGE, 
GLENN R. EDWARDS, DOUGLAS N. MODLIN, 
LEV J. LEYTES and SAMUEL BURD 

Serial No. : 09/777,343 Examiner D. Haiidy 

Filed : February 5, 2001 GroujD Art Unit 1743 

For : INTEGRATED SAMPLE-PROCESSING SYSTEM 

Mali Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT 
OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Applicants received a Notice of Allowance dated December 16, 2003 on the 

above-identified patent application. In the Notice, the Examiner allowed claims 1-19, 30, 

and 32-39. The Examiner also paraphrased applicants' claimed invention as part of the 

stated reasons for allowance. Applicants agree with the Examiner's conclusions regarding 

the patientability of the allowed claims, without necessarily agreeing with or acquiescing 

in the Examiner's reasbhing. In particular, applicants believe that the application is 

allowable because the prior art fails to teach or suggest the invention as claimed, 

independent of how the invention is paraphrased. 
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Please contact the undersigned if you have any questions or comments, or if 
appUcants can be of any assistance in expediting issuance of the patent. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KOLISCH HARTWELL, P.C. 
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